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P R E S S   R E L E A S E 

 

Implenia constructs new office building for the UN in Geneva – Strict sus-

tainability and security requirements | Construction volume of around CHF 100 

million | First “Chantier Marguerite” project  

 

Dietlikon, 7 November 2017 – Having won an international competitive tender organised by the United Na-

tions, Implenia has been awarded the contract to build a new office complex in Geneva. The new building will 

aid the UN’s effort to bring all of its employees together on the Palais des Nations site. Implenia, with the sup-

port of local and international partners, is constructing the new building on a plot of around 25,000 m
2
 follow-

ing LEED principles (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design). The new office building will have open-

plan workspace for 1,400 employees, as well as terraces and enclosed outdoor areas on each floor. It is being 

built on a slope, and the terracing will help the new building blend perfectly into the hill. With construction 

taking place on UN property, security requirements are stringent. Work began at the beginning of November 

2017 and should last until the end of November 2019. The contract is worth around CHF 100 million. 

The UN’s new office building is the first project on which Implenia is implementing its new “Chantier Margue-

rite” sustainability initiative. As part of this initiative, Implenia is working with the Graduate Institute of Interna-

tional and Development Studies (IHEID) to document the construction processes and environmental measures 

involved in the creation of the new office building. This documentation should help the UN share knowledge 

and skills relating to sustainable construction techniques and methods under its Sustainable Development 

Goals. In addition, Implenia is creating employment opportunities for refugees on the site in collaboration with 

Canton Geneva’s Office for Integration of Foreigners (BIE). As part of “Chantier Marguerite”, Implenia is also 

implementing a series of other initiatives focused on waste management, water treatment, soil and air pollu-

tion, noise, energy consumption and construction infrastructure; one of the main aims is to minimise CO2 emis-

sions. “We’re proud to be realising this ambitious project with the United Nations on the Palais des Nations 

site,” says CEO Anton Affentranger. “With our ‘Chantier Marguerite’ sustainability initiative we can also support 

knowledge transfer relating to sustainable construction techniques. We’re pleased that we can contribute to a 

more sustainable world in this way.” 
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The United Nations has awarded Implenia the contract to build a new office building. This first project within the “Chantier Mar-

guerite” initiative includes additional sustainability measures based on the UN’s goals (visualisation: Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 

Inc. and Burkhardt+Partner). 
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Implenia is Switzerland’s leading construction and construction services company. It also has strong positions in the German, Austrian and 

Scandinavian infrastructure markets. Established in 2006, Implenia can look back on around 150 years of construction tradition. It brings the 

expertise of its highly skilled sectoral and regional units together under the roof of a company active throughout Europe. With its integrated 

business model and specialists operating in all areas of construction, the Group can manage a building project through its entire lifecycle and 

deliver work that is economical, integrated and customer-centric. The focus is on striking a sustainable balance between financial success and 

social and environmental responsibility.  

 

Implenia, with its headquarters in Dietlikon near Zurich, currently employs more than 9,300 people around Europe and posted revenue of 

around CHF 3.3 billion in 2016. The company is listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange (IMPN, CH0023868554). More information can be found at 

www.implenia.com. 
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