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Kaeng Krachan elephant enclosure at Zurich Zoo wins the 2015 Ulrich 
Finsterwalder Structural Engineering Award – Success for Implenia's 
Wooden Construction department | Construction pits built by Implenia for the 
expansion of the Iffezheim Rhine power station (D) also recognised 
 
Dietlikon, 30 January 2015 – The Ulrich Finsterwalder Structural Engineering Award is presented every two 

years by publishers Ernst & Sohn Verlag. This year the Kaeng Krachan elephant enclosure at Zurich Zoo has 

won the coveted prize. The project was chosen ahead of around 45 other contenders, which the jury evaluat-

ed against functional, technical, financial and design criteria. Implenia's Wooden Construction department 

played a significant role in constructing the enclosure as part of the Holzbau Elefantenpark consortium work-

ing for Zoo Zürich AG. "We were impressed by both the architectural design and the technical engineering 

that went into the new elephant enclosure," said the jury in its report. They also drew attention to the high 

level of craftsmanship required to build the structure. "The construction, innovation, interdisciplinary coopera-

tion, aesthetics and sustainability criteria were all fulfilled to an impressive degree," said the jurors. "I'm very 

proud that in cooperation with everyone else involved were able to contribute to the creation of this unique 

structure," said Christian Kündig, Head of Wooden Construction at Implenia Switzerland. The jury also 

awarded a distinction to the construction pits at the Rhine power station in Iffezheim, Germany. The power 

station's operators invested EUR 100 Mio in an additional turbine, which was put into operation in June 2013 

and now produces 122 million kWh of additional power every year. Implenia was heavily involved in the work 

as part of the RKW consortium.  

 

Implenia press contact: 

Reto Aregger 

Communications Manager 

Tel.: +41 58 474 74 77 

communication@implenia.com 

 

 

 

 

mailto:communication@implenia.com


     

Implenia Ltd. 
Industriestrasse 24, 8305 Dietlikon, T +41 58 474 74 77, F +41 58 474 95 03  www.implenia.com 
 

   

The elephant enclosure at Zurich Zoo has won the Ulrich Finsterwalder Structural Engineering Award. According to the jury 

the construction, innovation, interdisciplinary cooperation, aesthetics and sustainability criteria were all fulfilled "to an im-

pressive degree". (Photos: Geri Krischker) 

 

 

 

Implenia is the leading construction and construction services company in Switzerland. Formed in 2006 from the merger between Zschokke 

and Batigroup, Implenia can look back on around 150 years of history in the construction industry. The company brings the expertise of its 

highly skilled Modernisation & Development, Buildings, and Tunnelling & Civil Engineering Sectors, and its Switzerland and Norway Regions 

under the single roof of a nationally and internationally active company. With its integrated business model and specialists operating in all 

its divisions, Implenia can manage a building project through its entire lifecycle and deliver work that is economical, integrated and custom-

er-centric. The focus is on striking a sustainable balance between financial success and social and environmental responsibility.  

 

Implenia, with its headquarters in Dietlikon near Zurich, employs more than 6600 people and posted turnover of around CHF 3.1 billion in 

2013. The company is listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange (IMPN, CH0023868554). For more information, please visit www.implenia.com. 
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