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MEDIA RELEASE 

Successful installation of centre section of Rader High Bridge 

Major milestone reached for complex infrastructure project on the A7 | 

Bridge segment measuring 118 m in length and weighing 1,300 tonnes | 

Transport via the Kiel Canal | Joint venture of Implenia, Plauen Stahl 

Technologie and ZSB Zwickauer Sonderstahlbau masters gap closure 

Glattpark (Opfikon), 16 July 2026 – A key construction phase in the replacement of the Rader High 

Bridge has been successfully completed: the centre section of the new bridge has been transported via 

the Kiel Canal, lifted into place between the two cantilever arms and secured in its final position. The 

installation of the steel segment closes the gap across the canal – a technically demanding and highly 

visible milestone in this complex infrastructure project. 

The centre section is 118 m long, 18.5 m wide and 6.5 m high, and weighs around 1,300 tonnes. It was 

preassembled at the port of Rendsburg in Osterrönfeld. From there, it was driven onto a pontoon using 

an SPMT (Self-Propelled Modular Transporter). Two tugboats then transported the pontoon along the 

Kiel Canal to the installation site at the Rader High Bridge. 

Bridge plays a key role for traffic to and from Denmark and Scandinavia 

On behalf of DEGES (Deutsche Einheit Fernstrassenplanungs- und -bau GmbH), a joint venture (JV) 

consisting of Implenia (lead partner), Plauen Stahl Technologie and ZSB Zwickauer Sonderstahlbau is 

delivering the new motorway bridge, which is 1,500 metres long and 42 metres high. The bridge carries 

the A7 motorway east of Rendsburg, Schleswig-Holstein, across the Kiel Canal (Nord-Ostsee Canal) and 

the Borgstedter Enge. It plays an important role in traffic to and from Denmark and Scandinavia. The 

project commenced in 2023 and is expected to be completed by the end of 2026. Within the joint 

venture, Implenia is responsible for the design and execution of the civil engineering works. Its scope 

includes the construction of the bridge piers and foundations, including foundations in water, as well as 

the construction of the concrete bridge deck. The steel structure and the installation of the central 

bridge segment were carried out by the JV partners Plauen Stahl Technologie and ZSB Zwickauer 

Sonderstahlbau. 

Two navigation closures on the Kiel Canal 

Two temporary closures of the Kiel Canal were required for the transport and installation operations. 

During the first closure, the centre section was driven onto the pontoon at the port of Rendsburg on 14 
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July 2026. The works took place between 7:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. The second closure covered the 

transport of the pontoon to the installation site, the rotation of the component into lifting position, 

securing it with mooring lines, attaching the lifting cables and carrying out the actual lifting operation. 

This work began at 5:00 p.m. on 15 July 2026 and was completed at around 9:00 a.m. on 16 July 2026 

following extensive overnight operations. 

Technical details of the lifting procedure 

The installation was carried out using hydraulic strand-jack technology. Special lifting devices equipped 

with two strand jacks each had been installed on both sides of the superstructure. Using bundles of steel 

strands, they lifted the 1,300-tonne centre section in increments of around 500 mm until it reached its 

final position. 

“The replacement of the Rader High Bridge on the A7 is one of the most significant infrastructure 

projects currently under way in Germany. The successful installation of the centre section marks an 

important milestone and demonstrates the close interaction between the different trades and joint-

venture partners involved in such a demanding infrastructure project,” says Jan Göttsche, Technical 

Director at Implenia Civil Engineering GmbH. “Implenia contributes comprehensive expertise in civil 

engineering – from planning and the construction of the massive concrete components to the continued 

execution of the bridge superstructure works.” 

  
The centre section has been positioned in its final location, the lifting strands are attached, and the 
lifting operation is about to begin. (Photo: © Implenia / Taufik Kenan) 
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In the early hours of the morning, the centre section has already been lifted to two-thirds of its final 

height. (Photo: © Implenia / Taufik Kenan) 

 

 
The centre section is almost in its final position. Alignment and adjustment work is still being carried out. 

(Photo: © Implenia / Taufik Kenan) 
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The centre section has reached its final position. In this underside view of the bridge, the existing 

bridge can be seen on the left and the new structure on the right.  

(Photo: © Implenia / Elmar Holland-Moritz) 
 

 
This is what it will look like once completed: visualisation of the replacement construction of the Rader 

High Bridge on the A7 spanning the Kiel Canal (photo: ©DEGES). 
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Contact for Media:  

Corporate Communications, T +41 58 474 74 77, communication@implenia.com  

 

Contact for Investors and Analysts:  

Investor Relations, T +41 58 474 35 04, ir@implenia.com 

 

Dates for Investors: 

19 August 2026: Interim results 2026, Analysts and Media Conference 

3 March 2027: Annual results 2026, Analysts and Media Conference 

As Switzerland’s leading construction and real estate service provider, Implenia develops, builds and manages homes, workplaces and 

infrastructure for future generations in Switzerland and Germany. It also offers tunnelling and related infrastructure services in other markets. 

Formed in 2006, the company can look back on around 160 years of construction tradition. Implenia brings together the know-how of its highly 

skilled development, planning and execution units under the umbrella of an integrated multinational construction and real estate service 

provider. With its broad offering and the expertise of its specialists, the Group realises large, complex projects and provides client-centric 

support across the entire life cycle of a building or structure. It focuses on client needs and on striking a sustainable balance between 

commercial success and social and environmental responsibility. Implenia, with its headquarters in Opfikon near Zurich, employs more than 

8,000 (FTE) people across Europe and posted revenue of CHF 3.5 billion in 2025. The company is listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange (IMPN, 

CH0023868554). More information can be found at implenia.com. 
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